
Mark your calendar for the NWTF Kansas State Convention & Awards Banquet January 11, 
2020, at the Drury Plaza Hotel & Convention Center in downtown Wichita.  Recently, the 
NWTF Kansas State Chapter announced that Kansas State Board member Chris Ingersoll 
would be the banquet chairman for the 2020 event.  Below is a message from Chris, inviting 
all NWTF Kansas members to attend this fast growing and fun event, celebrating the progress 
across Kansas in the Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. initiative.
Hello, my name is Chris Ingersoll.  I am the president of the Kingman County Gobblin’ Full 
Fans, a NWTF Kansas State board member, and this year’s NWTF Kansas State Convention 
chairman.  I would like to invite you all to join us!  This event will have educational seminars 
running from 10 am. and ending at 3 pm.  This year, Grand National Turkey Calling Champion 
Billy Yargus will headline a great seminar schedule.  Billy will present a couple of seminars.  
Come and learn tips from the best turkey callers in the world!  After a great banquet meal 
prepared by the Drury Plaza Hotel staff, awards highlighting the 2019 NWTF Kansas banquet 
season will be presented.  Following the awards banquet, the Matt Engels Band will entertain 
us with their great county music, so be sure to wear your dancing shoes!
Kansas NWTF is working hard to make our state convention a time for all Kansas NWTF 
members to get together and celebrate our success in Save Habitat. Save the Hunt. initiative 
and to be able to meet other NWTF members and turkey hunters from across Kansas.  The 
most important part is getting together, having fun, and thanking volunteers, like you, who are 
making a difference!
So, come on out and support your local chapters and help us continue to Save the Habitat. 
Save the Hunt. 
For more information please call me at 620-532-9024.
Chris Ingersoll 
NWTF Kansas State Convention Chairman
(Please note that a seminar schedule & ticket information on page 6 of this newsletter.)
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Hi all,
By the time you read 
this we’ll be nearing the 
start of banquet season. 
You all had a banner year 
last season and I look 
forward to what this year 
will bring. Additionally, 
banquet season typically 
marks the end of the 
majority of the popular 
fall hunting season. As we 

transition out of hunting season and into banquet season I want 
everyone to reflect on their time afield this fall. Know that all 
these good times and memories with friend and family are made 
possible by your hard work to preserve our hunting heritage. 
Whether you are a chapter president, committee member, 
banquet attendee, or you simply bought a hunting license this 
year, thank you for what you do to preserve our hunting heritage. 
You see, with roughly 80% of funding for state wildlife agencies 
coming from hunters, there is no conservation without YOU! If 
you volunteered on a banquet committee or attended a banquet 
this past year, you helped put hunters in the field, you helped 
open acres for hunting access, and you helped conserve and 

enhance those acres to create quality hunting opportunities. So 
as to quantify your efforts, at the six-year mark of the NWTF’s 
Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt Initiative, your hard work and 
dollars have conserved and enhanced 2,924,029 acres, recruited 
1,277,938 new hunters, and opened 559,833 acres to hunting 
access. This means that you opened and improved acres so 
people can continue to hunt. You opened and improved access so 
that NEW hunters can have quality hunting opportunities. You 
created new hunters so that we can backfill participation in the 
sport we all love. All of this subsequently funds conservation 
efforts across the country. Conservation efforts that we need to 
preserve the wildlife we love to chase and the wild places we 
love to chase them on. I urge you all the use this as motivation. 
Motivation to put on your next great banquet, renew your 
NWTF membership, become a volunteer, or start a new chapter. 
I hope to see you all at upcoming banquets. And I look forward 
to working with my volunteers to have an even better season 
than last year. If you have any questions about how you can get 
involved with the NWTF please reach out to me at 816-517-
6751.
Thanks,
Nate Carl
Regional Director Eastern KS – Western Missouri

From the Eastern Kansas  
Regional Director

As I grow in my life and watch my son grow as a hunter/boy 
I have learned that every hunt has a purpose. Sometimes we 
know the purpose before we go out and sometimes that purpose 
is not realized until later in life.  I have been a part of some 
great adventures with the higher highs and lowest of lows. 
Filling limits, finding the one, perfect dog work, broken gear, 
rainstorms, stuck trucks and about everything in between.
With my past career as a teacher, I interacted with kids every 
day.  Some of those kids I would take on some of the adventures 
with me and the bond would go from teacher/student to 
something a little more as no matter what you hunt for or with 
there is that bond of hunting heritage.
Alex was one of those kids.  I have written about Alex before 
and how in social media driven life he always seems to be a 
class act and we have a bright future with individuals like him.  
Alex lived just down the street from me and his Dad Rick was 
the Superintendent of the school district I taught at.  When a 
snowstorm was about to hit I would always message Rick in 
some fashion about giving the school district a snow day so we 
all could go hunting together.  Was always a joke we had and 
few times when we had snow days Alex would tag along on the 
hunt and Rick would stay back as he didn’t what people to think 
he called off school to go hunting.  Rick and Alex were great to 

hunt with or swap stories with when one of us who return from 
an outing unloading the truck of its gear.
A hunt that was just Alex, Rick and me in a Kansas pasture is 
one that was for the books in my mind.  Alex still in high school 
at the time had told me about a family pond that he thought we 
should hunt.  We drove over the day before to find the pond 
frozen tight. Alex wanted this hunt, so we labored and busted 
a hole out in the pond and was going to give it a shot in the 
morning.  We had a group of nine geese find that hole in that 
Kansas pasture, and when they left out of our nine shots, we 
had seven laying on the ice and bank.  We hooped and hollered 

The Purpose
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as it had worked. We picked up one of the geese to find some 
odd white feathers on the neck and head.  Not knowing who 
accurately shot the bird I decided to mount the bird as remember 
of the hunt. We had shot one other goose that day before the 
bigger group came in and we texted Jared another young hunter 
on the street he was missing out as his parent was making him 
shop for Christmas.  
Now fast forward to six years later.  Alex has graduated from 
college, playing College baseball as he got his degree.  We lost 
Rick to a hard fought battle with cancer just a few weeks ago.  
When Alex told me of his Dad passing, I was heartbroken for 
Alex and his family.  I sat in my office to let it sink and turned in 
my office chair to see that goose I had mounted from the hunt in 
that cold pasture winter several years back.  I was able to track 
down a picture of Alex and Rick standing on the ice from that 
day just a boy and his dad enjoying the outdoors no worries in 
the world just enjoying our hunting heritage.
I gave Alex that goose mount and picture the day of Rick’s 
funeral.  I was able to just recently goose hunt with Alex on 
Christmas eve on different pasture just miles away from the one 
we broke the hole in the ice.  It was hunt with no exception as 
no birds had roosted on the pond the night before.  But a way for 
us to get out to hunt together and Jared the young hunter who 
couldn’t hunt with us six years ago was home on leave from the 
Army. I joked that the boys were back in town. We shot a three-
man limit of geese by ten am.
As we took the photos from the hunt, I told Alex that his dad 
was looking down on us today and darn proud.  Alex then shared 
the story of how the last good hunt he had with his dad was just 
under a tree on the exact pond we just hunted.

Six years ago I took a neighbor kid from across the street on 
hunt hoping to catch a few birds in flight.  This Christmas Eve I 
hunted with a friend and someone who makes his dad proud. Not 
all hunts end with good results, but all hunts have a purpose.
As we grow the next generation of hunters remember the 
purpose of the hunt.  It’s not always about limits and size, but the 
stories we can tell and those new hunters can share many years 
later.  Grab someone new to the hunting heritage and show them 
what we already enjoy.  We don’t have to put them in the best 
spot, but we have to let them learn from us and from failure in 
the field.  We all get lumps in life but we become the person we 
want to be by the way to handle those lumps.  Just like we learn 
in the field with what works or does not work.  We don’t have to 
listen to a bunch of people online or TV telling us what we need 
to do, how to do, what we can shoot or pass, the gear we can and 
can’t use but have a purpose in why we do it.
The Outdoors to me is one of the greatest gifts a person can 
get.  In only seconds a hunt can go from awful to the hunt of a 
lifetime.  You can teach someone how to change a tire or walk 
a couple of miles to get unstuck, but I know that each hunt even 
with those lumps had a purpose.  It doesn’t have to be perfect 
when it has a purpose.
To Rick, I hope the fields in Heaven have a fruitful amount of 
game, and the ponds flush with waterfowl.  You enjoy hunting 
with the great bird dogs of the past, and we will walk some fields 
and hunt some ponds another day. How about a snow day?
Brandon Wilmoth 
Western Kansas Regional Director

The Purpose cont. from page 2

Please note: Newsletter article deadlines: June 1st and October 1st
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I am going to utilize my newsletter space to explain how 
proceeds from your banquets are utilized to support our mission 
and further our progress towards the goals in the Save The 
Habitat. Save The Hunt. Initiative.  The banquet proceeds 
utilized for that purpose are deposited into the Kansas Hunting 
Heritage Super Fund and allocated annually by the NWTF 
Kansas State Board of Directors.  They can use those funds to 
provide financial support to any project that furthers our mission 
including habitat improvements; purchase of habitat equipment; 
land acquisitions; hunter access enhancements; conservation 
education efforts; hunter recruitment, retention, and reactivation 
events; and equipment purchases for shooting sports clubs.  
Since 1985, there has been $521,828 in Super Funds spent in 
Kansas, which have been matched with $6,139,140 in partner 
contributions.  So, on average, every dollar expended through 
the Kansas Super Fund to support our mission is leveraged with 
$11.76 in additional partner contributions.    
Most of the Super Funds are awarded to projects identified 
through a request for proposals (RFP) that is announced each 
spring.  I distribute the RFP each year to a list of past applicants 
and ask our Kansas Regional Directors to distribute it to all our 
current Chapter Presidents too.  I accept applications for a couple 
of months before the RFP closes; typically in early July.  Once 
the RFP closes, the proposals are reviewed by a subgroup of 
the state board called the Super Fund Committee.  The Super 
Fund committee currently consists of the President, Treasurer, 
KDWPT Technical Representative, and four at-large members 
from the state board.  Those committee members evaluate each 
proposal using a set of pre-determined criteria to assess the value 
relative to our NWTF mission.  The committee then meets face-
to-face to discuss the proposals and develop a recommendation 
for which projects to fund.  During that meeting, I provide 
them with specific information about each proposal and offer 
guidance.  I subsequently present their funding recommendation 
to the full board whom determines how to allocate the available 
Super Funds.  
Shortly after the board determinations, I notify all the applicants 
of their success and publicly announce the annual Hunting 
Heritage Super Fund Awards.  Our awards are reimbursable and 
must be claimed within one year by submitting receipts to me 
that document the proposed expenditures.  Under extenuating 
circumstances, our funding can be provided up-front and the 
recipient can be granted longer than one year to utilize the 
funding.  The NWTF Kansas State Board recently budgeted 
$52,334 to support 16 proposals during the next fiscal year.  
They also allocated nearly $10,000 additional Super Fund dollars 
to support state and local level hunting heritage events (e.g. 
JAKES, WITO, & Wheelin’ Sportsman).  The below projects 
were identified through the RFP and awarded the stated level of 
funding for the 2020 fiscal year.  These projects will be matched 
with $769,000 in partner contributions.      
1) Kansas Forest Service (KFS) – Mist Blowers ($1,200)
2) Kansas Alliance For Wetlands and Streams (KAWS) – 

Improving Habitat on Private Lands in the John Redmond 
Watershed ($7,500)

3) Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, & Tourism (KDWPT) 
– Red Hills Access Initiative ($15,000)

4) KDWPT – South Fork Republican River Restoration 
($5,000) 

5) KFS – Tree Seed Planter ($5,000)
6) KDWPT – Perry Wildlife Area UTV Sprayers ($989)
7) KDWPT – Perry Wildlife Area Forest Stand Improvement 

($3,045)
8) KDWPT – Norton Wildlife Area UTV Sprayer ($1,000)
9) KDWPT – Norton Wildlife Area Skid Sprayer ($1,750)
10) Outdoor Mentors – Engaging High School Trap Teams 

($2,500)
11) KDWPT – Red Hills Tree Shear Purchase  ($1,250)
12) Douglass Kansas Shooting Team – Trap Thrower and Cart 

($800)
13) Flint Hills Jr. Shooters – Archery Equipment ($1,300)
14) KS Archery in the Schools – Archery Kits ($5,000)
15) Red Hawk Trap Club – Shotguns ($500)
16) White Memorial Camp – Mobility Shooting Mount ($500)

The Super Fund is the core mechanism that our organization 
uses to make progress towards our Save The Habitat. Save The 
Hunt. Initiative.  Since 2014 when the initiative was established, 
the Super Fund awards have helped to conserve or enhance 
184,315 acres of habitat and open 8,449 acres to public hunting 
in Kansas.  The Super Fund has also supported many NWTF 
hunting heritage events, which have contributed to the 12,720 
new Kansas hunters that have been create since 2012.  

After reading this article, I hope each of you now have a better 
understanding about how your banquet proceeds are utilized to 
further our mission in Kansas.  Please reach out to me if you 
still have questions about the Super Fund process or need help 
completing an application.  In the meantime, I hope you all have 
numerous opportunities to get in the field this fall and enjoy the 
wonderful natural resources that Kansas has to offer.         

Yours in conservation,
Jim Pitman – CWB®
NWTF District Biologist- KS, NE, SD
Cell: 620-704-4758 | Email: jpitman@nwtf.net 

      

2019 Hunting Heritage Super Funds Awarded 
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KDWPT Staff Recommend Permit Changes
Turkey abundances 
peaked in Kansas in the 
late 2000s. Since then, 
statewide populations have 
been in a gradual decline. 
In 2019, Kansas hunters 
harvested an estimated 
22,639 birds, down 37% 
from the peak harvest in 
2015. In the last decade, 
Kansas turkey populations 
have been hampered by low 
reproduction, a result of 
low nest success and low 
poult survival. The extreme 
rainfall and flooding 
in Kansas this spring 

contributed to 2019 being the lowest year of turkey production 
since surveys began in 1987. 
Hunting is a major source of mortality for turkeys across their 
range. Because turkeys are relatively long-lived species and 
hunting is a major source of adult mortality, management of 
the number of permits is a key component to successful turkey 
management. This is especially true in years where production 
is reduced. Birds that are not harvested in one year continue 
contributions to the population in subsequent years. 
In 2013, the KDWPT Turkey Committee developed and 
implemented an adaptive harvest strategy to help guide staff 
recommendations on turkey permit allotments during both the 
spring and fall seasons. The Turkey Committee is composed 
of private and public lands wildlife biologists, from across 
the state, law enforcement, and the NWTF District Biologist. 
The strategy provides a consistent and transparent method of 
developing staff recommendations and includes a hierarchy of 
regulation packages for both the spring and fall seasons, as well 
as established triggers for when and how changes to bag limits 
will be recommended. The strategy includes data for the last 16 
hunting seasons.

An analysis of the spring 2019 harvest data revealed that three 
of the six units have continued to experience hunter success 
below the stated thresholds of the strategy for the last two 
spring seasons. This continued decline in activated management 
triggers to reduce bag limits and/or season availability in Units 
3, 5, and 6 (Northeast, Southcentral, Southeast). 
Following this strategy, KDWPT staff are recommending 
removing the option of a Game Tag in Units 3, 5, and 6 for 
spring 2020 and recommend suspending the fall turkey season 
in those same units. The goal of these recommendations is to 
reduce mortality to the existing population in order to increase 
the opportunity for increasing production in future years. 
The Kansas NWTF State Board has expressed their support 
of this recommendation to the KDWPT Commission, which 
will vote on season bag limits and dates at the November 14 
Commission meeting in Scott City. More information about the 
meeting can be found HERE. 

Kent Fricke 
Small Game Coordinator, Kansas Department of Wildlife,  
Parks and Tourism

Kansas Turkey Hunt Units

What’s your chapter doing?
Let us know what your NWTF chapter has been 
up to by emailing articles and pictures to NWTF 
Kansas State newsletter Editor Gib Rhodes at 
gib.rhodes@gmail.com.  



2020
NWTF Kansas State 

Convention & Awards Banquet

Drury Plaza & Convention Center
Wichita, Kansas

Details:
• Informative Seminars including Grand National  
 Turkey Call Champion Billy Yargus
• State Awards
• Hunting Heritage Banquet
• New 2020 Core package
• The Matt Engels “Keepin’ It Country” Band will  
 perform following the banquet

Seminar Schedule - Saturday, January 11 (10 am-3 pm)
10-11 am Kent Fricke - Kansas Turkey Harvest
11-Noon Billy Yargus - Turkey Calling Tips
1-2 pm Restoration of Turkeys in Kansas
2-3 pm Billy Yargus - Competitive Turkey Calling

Ticket gets you into all events!
Single $40
Couple  $60
JAKES Member $15
Non-JAKES Member $25
Gun Table (8 people) $600
Ruger Precision Rifle 17HMR

Drury Plaza Hotel & Convention Center 400 W. Douglas Wichita, KS 67202. Reservations can be made by calling 1-800-325-0720.  
Group number 2367228 or Group name NWTF/National Wild Turkey Federation. Free parking for guests staying overnight. Cut off 
date for receiving group rate is December 20, 2019.

Contact us today! Chris Ingersoll at 620-532-9024

All 
Kansas 

members 
welcome!

JANUARY 11, 2020

© National Wild Turkey Federation
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The following is an account from each of the Mink triplets and what they experienced on their first ever turkey hunt with their dad 
and two NWTF members, Kevin and Jared Gumescheimer. Paige went out early in the morning then joined Morgan and Michaela 
later that day to watch them. We are so thankful for this father and son team and the time they devoted to our girls to give them an 
experience of a lifetime!

My turkey hunting experience was the first out of the three to 
take place. My dad and I got up at around 4:30am, then drove 
over to Kevin and Jared’s house. We loaded up our gear, and 
Jared, dad, and I drove for about twenty minutes to the blind 
we would be using. We unloaded our stuff and Jared took the 
truck away from the blind, while my dad and I set up our junk. 
After we got set up, no more than thirty minutes later, two 
turkeys came in from behind us. I slowly stuck my gun out of 
a slit in the blind, waited for a second for the turkey to pick 
its head up, and BAM! I missed. I shot at it again, but it didn’t 
find its mark. 
By now, I’m shaking from excitement, and kind of down 
because I was sure I would get it. But if a hunter tells you 
that she’s never missed a shot, she’s lying. The turkeys were 
running away, and we started calling again. Over the next 20 
minutes or so, they were within sight, deciding whether to stay 
or not. They eventually ran off, but we didn’t lose hope.  

We were whispering conversations and stories to each other, 
and using the turkey calls intermittently for the next half hour 
until we saw some turkeys in the distance. They were probably 
a half mile away but proceeded to take their sweet time coming 
to us. They walked in and were standing towards our right. 
We continued calling them, and three turkeys came up. Jared 
told me that he would make a noise to get their attention, and 
I would shoot them. He made a noise, and for the longest 5 
seconds I’ve ever known, I aimed at the turkey. I took a deep 
breath in and fired. That turkey collapsed! No flapping or 
flailing until a few minutes later! 
I was shaking again because I was so happy, but the other 
turkeys couldn’t see us leaving the blind, so we started making 
noises to scare them off. Once they left, we climbed out and 
took pictures. We then packed up and went home. All in all, 
that day is on my top ten best days ever, and I made a ton of 
amazing memories that I will love sharing for years to come.

Triple Turkey Treat

written by Scott, Paige, Michaela & Morgan Mink

Paige

Triple Turkey Treat
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Morgan
Triple Turkey Treat cont. from page 7

We went out around 3:00pm on Saturday, April 6th. I 
wasn’t thinking I was going to enjoy it, sitting in a blind 
for ‘hours on end’. When we pulled up to the field, one of 
the first things I heard was a turkey gobble from the south. 
I got excited and was eager to start the hunt. Kevin, my 
dad, and I got in the blind only to wait for three hours, with 
only a few hens passing by and the toms that were on their 
way to follow them. I thought I would never get a turkey, 
so I started to pray. “Lord, give me a sign. Make the turkey 
I’m going to shoot gobble three times!”. The turkeys had 
lockjaw almost the entire day, so I wasn’t sure about my 
prayer. 
We waited for another hour or so in the blind. Everyone 
was getting a bit antsy for a turkey by this time, but that’s 
when a tom started coming, and then it left. Kevin started 
calling it, and then we heard a gobble! The tom started 
gobbling back at Kevin’s calls. I stuck my gun out of the 
blind and held real still, just as they instructed me to do. 
The tom started creeping closer, and then it gobbled three 
times in a row! It was hard for me to sit still then. Kevin 
kept calling it closer and, eventually, I took my shot. It 
flopped over and flailed around for a while and then died. 
We all climbed out of the blind then, and my dad gave me a 
high-five as my sisters arrived. We gathered our things then 
went to look at the turkey. 
I hadn’t ever seen a wild turkey that close before, but my 
dad said it was a big one! The first thing I did was touch 
its feathers and neck - they were warm. It hit me that I 
really did kill a once live animal, and I was saddened. I 
told my dad this and he said, “Let me tell you this. If that 
feeling ever goes away, you need to stop hunting.” I hope I 
remember that for the rest of my life. Afterwards, we took 
some photos and headed on our way. I am so happy I got 
the chance to experience what turkey hunting is like!
 

When I first found out that I would get the opportunity to 
go turkey hunting, I did not know how much of an amazing 
experience it would be. Looking back to the day, it seems 
like so much was packed into a short amount of time. It 
didn’t seem like a long time after we got to the blind, two 
turkeys showed up and that’s when I started to get excited. 
For the next hour Jarred, Paige, and myself watched 
multiple turkeys go by, but they never seemed to get close 
enough to shoot or they were hens. After what seemed 
like forever two jakes walked up, I finally had a chance to 
shoot one but I missed. The two of them ran off but came 
back multiple times, I wasn’t expecting them to come back 
after I shot at them because I knew that turkeys were pretty 
smart birds. I also didn’t realize the amount of patience that 
this required, we had to sit in a blind and wait for a turkey 
to willingly walk close enough to shoot it. I learned that a 
big part of hunting involved patience.  
Jarred would call for the turkeys every once in a while, 
and we would wait for another bird to show up. We had 
watched a couple of hens go by and I was starting to 
wonder if I was going to get to shoot again. Just as I started 
think we wouldn’t see another turkey, Jarred looks behind 
him and spots a group of four turkeys. I was really excited 
that I would to get to shoot again, I sat there with the gun 
ready as Jarred called the birds closer. When he told me I 
was good to shoot, I aimed and pulled the trigger. It took 
me a while to realize that I hit the turkey, but I realizes I did 
when Paige and Jarred both got really excited.
 I was excited that I had shot my first turkey, but a little 
bit sad that I had just killed an animal. I learned that you 
need to have the right mind-set and amount of respect to 
go hunting, but it can be lots of fun. I remember my dad 
telling my sisters and I to be thankful even if we don’t see 
a turkey, and I am definitely thankful for this opportunity. I 
had fun and learned many different lessons about not only 
hunting, but also life. This hunting trip was an amazing 
opportunity that I will remember for the rest of my life.

Michaela
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Turkey Trapping and Transplanting in Kansas 

Who is Billy Yargus?

Turkey populations in Kansas in the 1950’s and 1960’s were 
confined to small groups that wandered into Kansas along the 
Missouri and Oklahoma borders.  In the early 1970’s the turkey 
population increased greatly but still remained mainly along the 
state’s east, Eastern subspecies and southern borders, Rio Grande 
subspecies, but as the 70’s went on more and more turkeys were 
being reports farther north into the state.  In 1979 the Kansas 
Fish & Game Commission decided on a plan to trap turkeys and 
transplant them to suitable habitat throughout the state.   
In the fall of 1979 the Fish & Game Commission put together 
turkey trapping teams, to trap birds mainly along the state’s 
southern border using cannon nets.  The cannon nets were 
difficult to utilize because of misfires, rockets coming off the net 
causing the nets to fire at angles or were to aimed either too high 
or too low.  A lot of the times it was hard to judge exactly where 
the birds were located within the nets zone of capture since 
the net operator was farther away.  A group of state biologists 
developed a firing mechanization that allowed the drop nets 
to work efficiently.  But due to the cost of the drop nets not all 
teams had them.
In 1980 the first groups of turkeys, Rio Grande, trapped were in 
locations in Chautauqua and Elk Counties and were transplanted 
in Greenwood and Butler Counties by Biologist Rick Tush.  
Later four Rio Grande hens were released on Fall River Wildlife 
Area were there was a small flock established.  The flock did not 

increase in size for several years until three Eastern toms were 
released into them and then the flock grew to 500+ birds on the 
Wildlife Area.
As the trapping continued in the 1980’s, mainly mixed Eastern 
and Rio Grande birds were being trapped and moved farther 
north into northern Greenwood and Lyon counties.  Turkeys 
were released on three sites northwest of Madison and numerous 
releases south of Madison along the Verdigris River.  Ten-twelve 
groups of Eastern/Rio Grande mixes were released around the 
Emporia area and releases going up to highway 56.   In 1981 
Biologists went to Iowa and trapped Eastern’s and released them 
in Shawnee and Osage Counties.  The trapping and transplanting 
continued until 1993.  Biologist were also trapping Rio Grande 
and Eastern mixes in other area of Kansas and transplanting in 
other areas of the state.
A group from the University of Wisconsin came to Greenwood 
County and trapped Turkeys, in several different locations 
throughout the county.  They placed radio collars on some of 
the birds and commenced a study to determine movement of the 
birds, predation on the flocks, etc.  One of the major predations 
was found that coyotes were finding the nests and either killing 
the hen or eating the eggs.

John Bills

In the world of competitive turkey calling, there is a name that is well 
known to fans as well as other competitors. This is not only due to the fact 
that he is a great guy that will leave a lasting impression, it is also because, 
at the end of each competition, his name is typically found at the top of 
the winner list. Billy Yargus of Missouri has been crowned champion in 
the most prestigious turkey calling competitions such as the NWTF Grand 
Nationals where he has walked away as the winner three times. He has also 
brought home winning titles such as the World Championship Senior Open, 
World Championship Team Championship twice, Mid America Open six 
times, and the U.S. Open Championship. With such an amazing list of 
accomplishments in calling competitions, it is easy to overlook that Yargus 
is an excellent turkey hunter as well. Every spring and fall for the past 
42 seasons, Yargus has been hunting turkeys all over the country. Many 
hunters will agree that in order to sound as authentic as Yargus has proven 
in competitions, he must have spent many hours studying and hunting the 
wild turkey. Throughout those many years, it is no surprise that Yargus 
has found favorite tactics of hunting, favorite calls, and gained a wealth of 
knowledge that can be beneficial to beginning turkeys hunters and seasoned 
hunters alike. 

See Billy Yargus at the 2020 State Convention!
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News from the Roost 

On October 5th and 6th, 68 people including 36 JAKES 
members, attended the 2019 NWTF Kansas State JAKES Camp 
at White Memorial Camp, located 6 miles north of Council 
Grove on Council Grove Lake.
Saturday’s activities included turkey calling, JAKES Take Aim 
BB Gun Range, trap shooting, archery, still target shooting, arts 
& crafts, and canoeing, sling shots, and axe throwing.  Because 
of heavy morning showers the order of some activities were 
delayed but as soon as the sun came out, at around 11 in the 
morning, all stations were up and running.   Turkey Calling was 
run by Gib Rhodes.  Youth got to work with different types of 
turkey calls and worked on making a routine for the youth turkey 
calling contest held later in the day.  The JAKES Take Aim BB 
gun range was supervised by John Adams and Mike Adams.  
They discussed the parts of the BB guns and discussed safety 
rules.  Lots of Bulls Eyes were hit but even more smiles were 
on the kid’s faces!  Trap shooting was instructed by KDWPT 
representative Dennis Vincent and Wayne Doyle.  Two stations 
were set up so the youth could shoot clay targets going out 
and coming is. Lots of clay targets were busted.  Archery was 

instructed by Gary Keene who represents Archery in the Schools 
and he was assisted by Gary Cargill and Chris Ingersoll.  Gary 
Keene had set up a variety of targets for the youth to practice on 
and develop important skills needed to be a consistent archer.  
Still Target shooting was instructed by Kirk Hammond.  The 
youth shooting at this station got in plenty of shooting at still 
targets.  Arts & Crafts was instructed by Teresa Adams.  Her 
project this year was making “Wind Catcher’s.” Teresa always 
seems to come up with a great project that the kids all love.  
Canoeing was instructed by the White Memorial staff.  The kids 
really learned quickly how team work is so important to navigate 
through the rowing area.  Axe throwing and sling shots were also 
instructed by White Memorial staff and proved to be an activity 
that the kid’s want to do again next year.
NWTF Kansas State Board members present to help this year 
included John Adams, Chris Ingersoll, Vance Ralstin, and Gib 
Rhodes, plus past Board member Teresa Adams. 
Saturday evening, after a good home cooked meal prepared by 
the White Memorial staff, the 10 Annual NWTF Kansas State 
JAKES Turkey Calling contest, sponsored by Cabela’s – Wichita 

2019 NWTF Kansas State 

JAKES Camp
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and the NWTF Kansas State Chapter, was held.  There are two 
youth divisions in the calling contest.  There is the JAKES 
Division for youth aged 12 and under and the Xtreme JAKES 
Division for youth between 13 to 17 years of age.  23 youth 
participated in this year’s contest, competing for $450 worth 
of Cabela’s gift cards.  The first place winners in each division 
received $100 gift certificates, while second place winners 
received $75 gift certificates, and 3rd place winners received 
$50 gift certificates.  Gib Rhodes was the Master of Ceremonies 
and turkey calling judges were Chris Ingersoll, John Adams, and 
Vance Ralstin.
In the JAKES Division, the winners were:  1st place NWTF 
Kansas State Turkey Calling Champion:  Cody Deal, 2nd place: 
Nate Oelke, and 3rd place:  Anna Wolfe.  In the Xtreme JAKES 
Division, the winners were:  1st place NWTF Kansas State 
Turkey Calling Champion:  Hunter Mericle, 2nd place: Kassidy 
Adams, and 3rd place:  Riley DeCou.  The turkey calling 
state champions will receive a plaque and 2nd and 3rd place 
winners will receive framed certificates to be presented at the 
2020 NWTF Kansas Awards Convention & Awards Banquet on 
January 11, 2019, at the Drury Inn Hotel & Convention Center in 
downtown Wichita.
Saturday concluded with kids having a lot fun “Prairie Surfing” 
and playing games and activities before making Smores around 
the camp fire.
Sunday’s activities began with a Sunrise Service with Pastor 
Gary Cargill at 6:30 am.  After eating a breakfast of the famous 

White Memorial pancakes, scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, hash 
browns, and much more, the group settled in for two programs.  
The first program was “Arson Dog Training” conducted by Chris 
Mercer.  The second program was conducted by Mark Stuckey 
from the Milford Nature Center.
Next, a drawing was held where all JAKES members attending 
received a prize.  The prizes were donated by the Conrad 
Carlson Charitable Foundation from Osage City and the NWTF 
Kansas State Chapter.  After all the youth had won a prize in the 
drawing, everyone headed home with great memories and agreed 
to come back next year.  This event has been described as a 
family reunion or an end of summer vacation.
White Memorial Camp provides a beautiful location, with 
wonderful facilities, surrounded by Council Grove Lake in the 
middle of the Flint Hills and the Santa Fe Trail.  Home cooked 
meals are provided by the White Memorial Camp staff and Camp 
Director Justin Whittaker goes out of his way to make sure that 
all needs are taken care of.  Everyone attending had nothing but 
good things to say about the event, activities, and food.  Next 
year’s 2020 NWTF Kansas State JAKES Camp will be held 
October 3th & 4th at White Memorial Camp.  Be sure to mark 
your calendar and join us!  There’s bound to be some surprises 
and some new activities.  We hope to see you and your whole 
family there!
Gib Rhodes 
NWTF Kansas State JAKES Coordinator  

2019 NWTF Kansas State JAKES Camp cont. from page 10

2020
NWTF Kansas State 

Convention & Awards Banquet

Drury Plaza & Convention Center
Wichita, Kansas

JANUARY 11, 2020

© National Wild Turkey Federation
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Sling Shots

Archery

Arts & Crafts

2019 NWTF Kansas 
State JAKES Camp

Turkey Calling

Still Target Shooting
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BB Guns

2019 NWTF Kansas 
State JAKES Camp

Prairie Surfing

BB Gun Instruction

Axe Throwing Arson Dog Program
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Canoeing

Milford Nature 
Center Program

Trap Shooting

2019 NWTF Kansas 
State JAKES Camp

Trap Shooting

Axe Throwing
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10th Annual Kansas State 
JAKES Turkey Calling 
Contest
The 10th Annual Kansas State JAKES Turkey Calling contest 
was held during the 2019 NWTF Kansas State JAKES Camp.  
This year’s judges were Chris Ingersoll, John Adams, and Vance 
Ralstin.  The event was sponsored by the NWTF Kansas State 
Chapter and Cabela’s - Wichita.  Twenty three youth participated 
in the two divisions, the JAKES division for kids age 12 and 
under and Xtreme JAKES division for youth age 13 to 17.  1st 
place winners in both divisions received $100 Cabela’s gift 
cards, 2nd place received $75 Cabela’s gift cards, and 3rd place 
received $50 Cabela’s gift cards.  Winners in the contest are 
considered the NWTF Kansas State Turkey Calling Champion 
in their division and will receive a special plaque at the 2020 
NWTF Kansas State Convention and Award Banquet on January 
11th at the Drury Plaza Hotel & Convention Center in Wichita.  
Second and third places will receive framed certificates at the 
convention.  
This year’s turkey calling contest started with the JAKES 
Division.  Thirteen youth competed in what was to become a 
very close contest.  In the end, there was a 3 way tie so a “call 
off” was held.  When the final scores were totaled up by the 
judges, Cody Deal from Winfield was declared the 2019 NWTF 
Kansas State JAKES Turkey Calling Champion.  Nate Oelke 
from Hillsboro was second and Anna Wolfe from Rock was 
third.
There were ten top quality callers entered in the Xtreme JAKES 
Division.  These youth gave their best clucks, purrs, and yelps.  
With final scores tallied, Hunter Mericle from Winfield became 
the 2019 NWTF Xtreme JAKES Kansas State Turkey Calling 
Champion.  Second place was Kassidy Adams from Canton and 
third place was Riley DeCou from Elmdale.

2019 NWTF Turkey Calling contest winners (L-R) Anna Wolfe, Nate Oelke,  
Cody Deal, Riley DeCou, Kassidy Adams & Hunter Mericle

JAKES Turkey Calling contestants

Xtreme JAKES Turkey Calling contestants

White Memorial Camp was one of sixteen 
projects to receive Kansas NWTF Hunting 
Heritage Super Fund Awards in 2019.  
During the 2019 NWTF Kansas State 
JAKES Camp, held annually at White 
Memorial Camp, NWTF Kansas State 
Board members presented Camp Director 
with several donations from the NWTF 
Kansas State Chapter.  

(L-R) Gib Rhodes, Justin Whittaker,  
John Adams & Chris Ingersoll

Donations to  
White Memorial Camp
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Kansas NWTF Chapters 2019
  CHAPTER CITY   CHAPTER CITY

Ark Valley Wichita
Arkansas Valley Limbhangers Garden City
Big Creek Longbeards Hays
Bourbon County Thunderchicken’s FT. Scott
Butler County Chapter  Douglass
Cedar Creek Spurs Garnett
Central Kansas Chapter Salina
Cherokee County Spittin’ Drummers Columbus
Chisholm Trail Longbeards Valley Center
Cimarron Toms  Elkhart
Decatur County Thunder Chickens  Oberlin
Dickinson County Beard Busters Hope
Flint Hills Gobblers Emporia
Ford County Chapter Dodge City
Golden Plains Gobblers      Great Bend
Grant County Struttin Toms Ulysses
Harvey County  Hesston
High Plains Thundering Toms Liberal
Horse Thief Hunting Heritage Hanston
Kansas First Upland Pioneers Iola
Kansas Spur Hunters  Arkansas City/Winfield
Kaw Valley   Lawrence

Kingman County Gobblin’ Full Fans Kingman
Linn County Longspurs Mound City
Marias Des Cygnes Valley Ottawa
Meade County Thunderchickens Meade
Munkers Creek Limbhangers Council Grove
Neosho River Struttin Toms Erie
North Central Heartland Concordia
Northwest Kansas Spur Hunters Goodland
Stafford County Hunting Heritage St. John
Slate Creek Gobblers Wellington
Smoky Valley Strutters McPherson
South Central Kansas El Dorado
Southeast Kansas Gobblers Pittsburg
Struttin Old Boss Gobbler’s Topeka
Three Rivers Manhattan
Thunderstruck Longbeards Olathe
Twin States Thundering Toms Hiawatha
Waconda Struttin Dusters Beloit
Walnut River Limbhangers Augusta
West Branch Ridge Runners Alma
Western Kansas Chapter Phillipsburg
Kansas State Chapter NA

Checkout the JAKES Take Aim range for your NWTF chapter’s JAKES event by contacting 
Gib Rhodes at 620-437-2012 or Chris Rhoades at 785-656-0268.


