
AND R3 SNAPSHOT
HUNTING HERITAGE

N A T I O N A L  W I L D  T U R K E Y  F E D E R A T I O N  

The NWTF has been investing in hunter recruitment for decades with 
programs like Women in the Outdoors, JAKES and Wheelin’ Sportsmen. 
The Recruitment, Retention, and Reactivation (R3) of hunters and shooting 
participants led the NWTF to expand programming to focus on mentored 
hunts and Learn to Hunt Clinics, diversifying audiences moving toward a 
multi-pronged approach. The key ingredient to our success has been partnership. 
Working with state and federal partners, outfitters, industry and other  
non-governmental organizations we’ve made strides in our R3 work. 

SPONSOR 
HIGHLIGHT 

YETI joined the NWTF’s R3 efforts as 
a field to table sponsor. YETI donated 
their Flip12 cooler to chapters hosting 
field to table events across the country 
to help incentivize these programs. They 
also helped incentivize Hunting Heritage 
event reporting by donating coolers for 
a random drawing from volunteers who 
registered mentored hunts and hunter 
education classes. This has resulted 
in over 400 reported mentored hunts 
and nearly 4,800 hunters recruited 
through hunter education certification. 
Congratulations to Steve Sams of 
Arizona, who is the latest winner of this 
YETI cooler package for reporting his 
hunter education classes.

Tackle the decline of hunting license sales, 
which impacts conservation funding in 
America and threatens the preservation of 
our hunting heritage.

• Diversify audiences at our events and hunts
•  Evolve the NWTF’s Hunting Heritage Programs to include hunter 

education and adult/family/college mentored hunt programming 
as well as food-centered recruitment events

•  Recognize different motivations among audiences
• Recruit skilled mentors and landowners
•  Expand active partnerships between state agencies, outdoor 

industry and NGOs

To date, over 1,500 PEOPLE  
have signed the NWTF Mentor Pledge to 

take a new or lapsed hunter into the field. 
We need outdoorsmen and women like you 

to become a mentor and help introduce 
new hunters to our passion. 

To sign the mentor pledge visit 
https://your.nwtf.org/mentor_hunt_report/

become_mentor.php
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PARTNERING WITH OUTFITTERS
If you are looking for opportunities to 

expand mentored hunting in your area, 
consider partnering with local outfitters. In 
the Spring of 2019, we piloted two events. 
We reached out to guides and outfitters, 
and two quickly came on board, Hanging 
Rock Plantation in Millen, Georgia, and The 
Country Lodge in New Haven, Illinois. Both 
outfitters offered spring turkey hunts, which 
gave the new hunters the lodge atmosphere of 
camaraderie, great meals, and life around the 
camp fire.

Primos Hunting and Mossy Oak 
provided product and attended the hunts 
as mentors. Reaching out to the industry 
is a way to provide continued awareness of 
hunter decline and the need to reach new 
hunters. Many outdoor companies have Pro 
Staff in your state who may be able to assist 
with your local hunts.  

We worked with Georgia and Illinois R3 
coordinators to identify two new hunters 
who had previously attended their Learn to 
Hunt programs. Both hunts were successful 

for the new hunters, who harvested their 
first turkeys. They both learned how to hunt 
wild turkeys, calling techniques, cooking 
wild turkey, field dressing their harvest 
and wild turkey habitat management. 
This collaborative effort was rewarding for 
everyone involved. For more information 
contact tsumner@nwtf.net.

To download a step by step outfitter 
mentored hunt guide, go to https://www.
nwtf.org/resource-library.

The Save the Hunt Coordinator role in Nebraska has been 
expanding over the last year. Nebraska has turned this role 
into a statewide effort by creating four regional Save the Hunt 
Coordinator positions. Coordinators focus on an area of the state 
they are familiar with and provides community connections when 

planning events. Each of the coordinators are responsible for hosting 
a Hunting Heritage event in their designated counties and are also 
tasked with working with area NWTF chapters to create their own 
Hunting Heritage events. For more information contact Micaela 
Rahe, Nebraska R3 Coordinator, mrahe@nwtf.net.

NEBRASKA EXPANDS THEIR 
SAVE THE HUNT COORDINATOR PROGRAM

H U N T I N G  H E R I T A G E  A N D  R 3  S N A P S H O T
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NEW RESOURCES 
NWTF has a wide variety of resources available for volunteers. One new 

resource you can provide for new hunters is this “FAQ on Hunting Leases” 
informational flyer. It answers a range of questions for those interested in 
joining a hunting club and/or obtaining a hunting lease. Download this flyer 
at https://www.nwtf.org/resource-library.

R3 VOLUNTEER AND  
STAFF POSITIONS

State Save the Hunt Volunteer coordinators comprise a strong network of 
outstanding leaders across the nation who help Recruit, Retain and Reactivate 
hunters. This team provides chapter leadership and assists in building a strong 
foundation to ensure the success of the NWTF’s Save the Habitat.  
Save the Hunt. initiative.

We currently co-fund seven NWTF and two partner R3 Coordinators. 
The positions are cooperative efforts between NWTF and state wildlife 
agencies/partners. Coordinators work in partnership with NWTF staff and 
volunteers, state and federal agencies, non-government organizations and 
corporate partners to promote hunting and the shooting sports within their 
respective states.

1).  How many acres is the current lease and may I see a map of the property? It is to your benefit to do your own research regarding hunting lease prices in your area to ensure that you are paying the correct amount for the acres listed on the lease. Make sure the lease is between you and the the landowner and not you and the hunting club president.
2).  How many members do you currently have? Make sure that the property doesn’t have an abundance of members for the amount of acres leased. This could lead to problems before you start. You want to make sure there is enough room to safely hunt the amount of hunters on the lease (rule of thumb – minimum 50 acres per hunter). Talk with current members to see how they like the club, and to also gague their reaction to a new member joining.

3).  What are the hunting/fishing/hiking/etc. rules for the lease? Make sure they are the same for everyone. Some clubs have very stringent rules and some clubs are more lenient. This will all depend on your hunting preference.4).  Am I covered under the hunting lease insurance? What kind of insurance does the club have? Most landowners require some sort of lease insurance on their property, if they have it leased, mostly to protect them, but it also protects you. There are various outlets for hunting lease insurance. The National Wild Turkey Federation has a hunting lease insurance program for its members if you’re interested, and it can be found on their NWTF website.

HUNTING HUNTING LEASESLEASESFAQ ONFAQ ON
HOW DO I OBTAIN A HUNTING LEASE?
answer: There are many ways to obtain a hunting lease. You can contact landowners, forestry consultants or you can contact larger land holders such as Timberland Investment Groups. Most of these landowners have a hunting administrator that can assist you. American Forest Management has a hunting lease program that you can access from our website americanforestmanagement.com.

HOW MUCH DOES A HUNTING LEASE COST?
answer: Leases are most 
commonly calculated on a per acre basis. They can run anywhere from $8 – $15 per acre here in the Piedmont of South Carolina, but can be higher or lower in other regions of the country. Every region is a little different, 

so to see if prices are 
competitive, contact local forestry consultants and ask what the cost of their leases are for the year.

HOW CAN I GET INTO A HUNTING CLUB?answer: There are many ways you can get into a hunting club. Most clubs seeking members will put ads in local papers and through various media outlets statewide. You may contact hunting club presidents of properties that you are interested in hunting. There are apps that can be used on a smart phone apps that have a yearly fee that will allow you to access the owners of property all over the U.S. (i.e. OnX Maps, Land Glide, HuntStand, etc.) or you can get information about certain parcels from the county tax accessors’ office online maps. Once you find the landowner, you can contact him/her, in turn, they may put you in touch with the hunting club president.WHAT QUESTIONS SHOULD I ASK ABOUT THE HUNTING CLUB I’D LIKE TO JOIN?
answer: The questions you should ask are;

There are several thousand acres of hunting leases right at our back door. They allow opportunities for hunters to 
access properties for hunting, fishing, hiking, cycling, etc. You may have to put forth extra effort to find the club or 
property that you are interested in but in the long run it will be worth the work to get into a club or lease a property that 

meets your satisfaction.
Have fun and good luck with furthering your hunting opportunities and hunting land.
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     R3 COORDINATORS  
AL ....... Justin Grider* (ALDCNR Employee)
AR ......Bob Karel
AZ .......Ryan Conat
GA ......Charles Evans* (GA Wildlife Federation Employee)
MI ......Steve Sharp
NE ......Micaela Rahe
OH ..... Johanna Dart
OK......Kasie Joyner
WI ...... John Motiviloff

*NWTF Co-funded Positions     
 

AR ...... Travis Minnie
CA ...... Chris O’Brien
DE ...... Charles Spray
GA ...... Wes Dorsey
ID ....... Don Jenkins 
IL ........ Heath Jordan
IN ....... Andrew Niedermeyer
KS ....... Todd Adolph
LA ....... Javis Noel
MA ..... Kevin Antonovitch 
MA ..... Tim Gribbons

MD ..... Russ Leith
MI ...... John Gray 
MN ..... Ralph Warzecha
MO ..... Tim Schwent
MS ...... Terry Farris
MT ..... Brandon Lavinder
NE ...... Amy Schriner
NE ...... Justin Setter
NE ...... Mike Burris
NE ...... Shawn VanWormer 
NC ...... Brent Phillips
NH ..... Allison Keating

NJ ....... Louis Gambale
NY ...... Bill Wilbur
OH ..... Barry Coffing 
OH ..... Adam Hollobaugh
OK...... Bobby Armstrong
PA ....... Brenda Beal
SC ....... Robert Phillips
TN ...... James Wattenbarger
TX ...... Tim Webster
UT ...... Matthew Sessions
VA ....... Jeff McCambridge
WA ...... Richard Mann
WV ..... Roger Wolfe
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SEE STATE PAGES ON NWTF.ORG FOR CONTACT INFORMATION

SAVE THE HUNT COORDINATORS

H U N T I N G  H E R I T A G E  A N D  R 3  S N A P S H O T
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SAVE THE HUNT 
COORDINATOR SPOTLIGHT: 
Russ Leith, Maryland

Russ Leith has 
played an instrumental 
role in starting the 
First Shot mentored 
hunt program 
in Maryland, a 
partnership between 
the NWTF, Maryland 
Department of Natural 
Resources and, among 
other nonprofits, the 
US Fish and Wildlife 

Service. The program introduces hunting 
to individuals, particularly from nonhunting 
backgrounds. Leith’s dedication has made 
NWTF’s R3 initiatives a large success in 
Maryland. Leith states, “the most important 
thing to possess as a State Save the Hunt 
Coordinator is to not only have a passion 
for mentoring new hunters ourselves but 
also a passion for recruiting new mentors. 
As individuals, we can only accomplish so 
much, but by convincing current hunters 
who have experience, about how truly 
rewarding being a mentor can be, our R3 
efforts can be expanded exponentially.” 
Contact Russ Leith at rleith6@comcast.net.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife is developing 
the Wild Ohio Harvest Community (wildohio.gov/harvestcommunity) as a way 
to engage non-traditional and food-motivated audiences interested in hunting 
and fishing. As part of that initiative, they have designed a “Mobile Kitchen” to 
demonstrate cooking techniques that highlight wild game and fish. The trailer 
features “foodie” images, and was designed to generate interest from a food-
motivated audience. The Mobile Kitchen made its debut at the Governor’s Fall Fish 
Ohio event, and will be used at special events around the state for demonstrations, to 
raise awareness and interest in hunting and fishing for food, and to provide samples 
of delicious wild game recipes. For further information contact Johanna Dart, Ohio 
R3 Coordinator (jdart@nwtf.net).

OHIO TAKES THEIR NEW WILD GAME 
MOBILE KITCHEN ON THE ROAD

NWTF AND KALKOMEY 
LAUNCH FIRST-EVER 
TURKEY HUNTING 101 
ONLINE COURSE

The National Wild Turkey Federation and 
Kalkomey Enterprises, LLC have partnered 
to create the NWTF Turkey Hunting 101 
course, the first-ever wild turkey hunting 
online tutorial, using the Today’s Hunter 
online platform. The NWTF Turkey Hunting 
101 course is designed to teach future 
turkey hunters everything they need to 
safely and successfully hunt America’s 
greatest game bird – the wild turkey.

The NWTF Turkey Hunting 101 course 
by Today’s Hunter includes six chapters 
and dozens of topics covering the 
remarkable history of the wild turkey, the 
birds’ characteristics and behavior, wild 
turkey sounds, hunting preparation, gear 
and tactics, shot placement, cooking tips 
and recipes, plus much more. Topics are 
supported with text, photographs, graphics 
and videos from veteran turkey hunters in an 
engaging and educational format.

For more information or to register for 
the course, go to https://www.todayshunter.
com/turkey101/.

NWTF’S 10-YEAR 
INITIATIVE TO:

Conserve or enhance 4 MILLION acres of critical wildlife habitat
  We’re bringing focus to our conservation delivery by identifying areas of habitat 

that provide the most positive impact for wildlife. 7-Year Total: 3,583,469 Acres

Recruit 1.5 MILLION hunters  
  We’re securing the future of the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation 

by increasing the number of hunters, who pay for 80 percent of wildlife conservation 
through excise taxes on guns, ammunition and more. 7-Year Total: 1,526,852: Goal 
surpassed in 2019

Open access to 500,000 ADDITIONAL ACRES for hunting
 Because lack of access to hunting lands is a main reason people stop hunting, we’re 

ensuring there’s opportunity for everyone to find a place to go. 7-Year Total: 626,658 
Acres: Goal surpassed in 2018

H U N T I N G  H E R I T A G E  A N D  R 3  S N A P S H O T
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